
अध्याय 158: Modal Verbs (Advanced) — Speculation: might 

have, could have, must have  

 

Arre yaar, boss! आज सीखत ेहैं detective-style English. जब past में क्या हुआ होगा ये अदंाज़ा 
लगाना हो, तब हम इस्तमेाल करत ेहैं: might have, could have, must have. हिदंी में इसे बोलें: 
“शायद हुआ होगा”, “हो भी सकता था”, “ज़रूर हुआ होगा।” मजे़दार है और super useful भी! 
 

(1) Modal Speculation क्या है? 

●​ Simple idea: Past के बारे में guess करना — बिना 100% proof. 

 

●​ Structure (तीनों का): modal + have + past participle (V3) 

 

●​ might have + V3 = शायद हुआ होगा (low/medium certainty) 

 

●​ could have + V3 = हो सकता था / संभव था (possibility; कभी-कभी missed 

chance) 

 

●​ must have + V3 = ज़रूर हुआ होगा (high certainty) 

 

(2) कब use करें? (When to use) 

●​ जब evidence देखकर अदंाज़ा लगाना हो: “Lights off हैं → He must have slept.” 

 

●​ जब possibility बतानी हो: “He might have missed the bus.” 

 

●​ जब capability/option थी या missed chance: “We could have won.” 

 

●​ Polite, smart English में past के बारे में बात करने के लिए — especially stories, 

reports, or explanations. 

 

Quick tips: 

 

●​ Always use “have + V3” (eaten, gone, seen). “has/had” नहीं, modal के बाद 

“have” ही आता है. 

 

●​ Certainty scale: might have (25–50%) < could have (possibility/ability) ≈ 

might have < must have (90%+) 

 

(3) 20 Example Sentences (English + Hindi) 

(1) He might have missed the train. = शायद उसकी टे्रन छूट गई होगी। 
 

(2) She could have called me earlier. = वह मझु ेपहले कॉल कर सकती थी। 
 

(3) They must have reached home by now. = वे अब तक ज़रूर घर पहँुच गए होंगे। 
 



(4) It might have rained at night. = रात में शायद बारिश हुई होगी। 
 

(5) We could have won the match. = हम मचै जीत सकत ेथे। 
 

(6) You must have seen the email. = तमुने ज़रूर ईमेल देखा होगा। 
 

(7) He might have forgotten his wallet. = शायद वह अपना बटुआ भलू गया होगा। 
 

(8) She could have been the topper. = वह टॉपर हो सकती थी। 
 

(9) The roads must have been crowded. = सड़कों पर ज़रूर भीड़ रही होगी। 
 

(10) I might have left the keys at office. = शायद मैंने चाबियाँ ऑफिस में छोड़ दी होंगी। 
 

(11) We could have met yesterday. = हम कल मिल सकत ेथे। 
 

(12) He must have worked all night. = उसने परूी रात काम किया होगा। 
 

(13) The shop might have closed early. = दकुान शायद जल्दी बंद हो गई होगी। 
 

(14) She could have helped if she’d known. = अगर उसे पता होता तो वह मदद कर सकती थी। 
 

(15) You must have been tired after travel. = यात्रा के बाद तमु ज़रूर थक गए होंगे। 
 

(16) I might have sent the wrong file. = शायद मैंने गलत फ़ाइल भेज दी होगी। 
 

(17) They could have finished by now. = वे अब तक ख़त्म कर सकत ेथे। 
 

(18) He must have taken a taxi. = उसने ज़रूर टैक्सी ली होगी। 
 

(19) She might have been busy in a meeting. = वह शायद मीटिगं में व्यस्त रही होगी। 
 

(20) We could have avoided the traffic. = हम टै्रफिक से बच सकत ेथे। 
 

(4) छोटी Vocabulary List  

Speculation: अदंाज़ा  
 

Possibility: संभावना  
 

Certainty: पक्का विश्वास  

 

Evidence: सबतू/संकेत  

 

Missed chance: छूटा मौका  



 

Crowd/Crowded: भीड़/भीड़-भाड़  

 

Tired: थका हुआ  

 

Reach: पहँुचना  
 

Avoid: बचना/टालना  
 

Forget/Forgotten: भलूना/भलू गया  
 

Wallet: बटुआ  

 

Email: ईमेल  

 

Taxi: टैक्सी  
 

File: फ़ाइल  

 

Travel: यात्रा  
 

(5) Funny Recap (दोस्ती-स्टाइल) 

●​ दोस्त: “Boss, कैसे पहचानूँ कौन सा लगाऊँ?” 

 

●​ तमु: “Simple trick, boss! 

 

●​ might have = हल्का अदंाज़ा: ‘शायद’ 

 

●​ could have = संभव था/कर सकत ेथे (और कभी missed chance) 

 

●​ must have = पक्का अदंाज़ा: ‘ज़रूर’ 

 

●​ बस ‘have + V3’ याद रखो, game जीतोगे!” 


